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after serious scrutiny and debate we have lan-
guage which protects our citizens and repudi-
ates employment discrimination on the basis
of race, color, religion, national origin or sex-
ual preference.

The overall purpose and impact of this legis-
lation can be good. It reinforces for us the fact
that many people in poverty, suffer from some
form of drug dependency. Alcohol, narcotics,
and in some instances, even legalized pre-
scription or over-the-counter-drugs. Many of
these individuals have been beaten down,
have virtually given up, and have lost the will
to overcome their difficulties. It is in these in-
stances and situations, Mr. Speaker, that I be-
lieve the Community Solutions Act can and
will help the most.

It reminds us, Mr. Speaker, that poverty,
deprivation and the inability to cope with anx-
iety, frustration, homelessness, are still ramp-
ant in our country. Let’s look, if you will, at an
exoffender, unable to get a job, illiterate, semi-
illiterate, disavowed by the ambiguities and
contradictions of a sometimes cold, misunder-
standing, uncaring or unwilling-to-help society.
These situations create the need for some-
thing different; new theories, old theories rein-
forced, new approaches, new treatment mo-
dalities.

A preacher friend of mine was fond of say-
ing that new occasions call for new truths,
new situations make ancient remedies un-
couth. Well, I can tell you Mr. Speaker, the
drug problem in this country is so over-
whelming, so difficult to deal with, so perva-
sive . . . the Mental health challenges require
so much, the abused, neglected and aban-
doned problems require psychiatrists, coun-
selors, psychologists, well developed pharma-
ceuticals and all of the social health, physical
health and professional treatment that we can
muster, but I also believe that we could use a
little Balm of Gilead to have and hold, I do be-
lieve that we could use a little Balm of Gilead
to help heal our sin sick souls.

Mr. Speaker, I am told that the cost of drug
abuse to society is estimated at $16 billion an-
nually, in less time than it takes to debate this
bill, another 14 infants will be born into poverty
in America, another 10 will be born without
health insurance, and one more child will be
neglected or abused. In fact, the number of
persons in our country below the poverty level
in 1999 was 32.3 million.

This legislation recognizes the fact that we
must commandeer and enlist every weapon in
our arsenal to fight the war against poverty,
crime, mental illness, drug use, and abuse as
well as all of the maladies that are associated
with these debilitating conditions. H.R. 7, the
Community Solutions Act of 2001, can lend a
helping hand.

But it cannot be allowed to help expand dis-
crimination; therefore, I urge that we vote for
the democratic substitute and the motion to re-
commit.

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Washington (Mr. MCDERMOTT).

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker,
whenever we pass this legislation, we
have to ask ourselves, what is broke?
What are we trying to fix?

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
SCOTT) has very clearly said any reli-
gious organization can accept money.
In the present situation, this bill is not
needed. Catholic Charities gets 62 per-

cent. That equates to $1.4 billion a year
from the Federal Government. The Sal-
vation Army gets $400 million a year.
United Jewish Communities, their
nursing homes get 76 percent of their
money from the Federal Government.
Lutheran Services gets 30 percent of
their $6.9 billion from the Federal Gov-
ernment. That is $2.6 billion.

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues tell me
that faith-based organizations need
this bill to get this money. That is
clearly not what we are doing here. We
are skirting around the court case we
heard about. We want to give the abil-
ity of religious organizations to break
laws that are here today and mix
church and State.

The other thing that we are doing,
and everybody forgets the past, the
other side of the aisle took money from
the Community Development Block
Grant for social services 2 years ago
and put it into the transportation
budget. Now these agencies are coming
and saying, we do not have enough
money. So the other side of the aisle’s
answer is, well, we will just ask people
to contribute more. We will put this
really good incentive out there.

Mr. Speaker, everybody who has filed
the short form in this country now has
the opportunity to give $25. If they
keep records, and they have to keep
records where they gave that $25, they
then will get $3.75 back. Now, I do not
know how stupid the other side of the
aisle thinks 75 percent of the American
people are. If they care, they are al-
ready giving $25. They will give $25 or
$50, or whatever they have, but they
are not going to do it for $3.75 that
they have to wait a year to get. This is
simply a nonsense bill.

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. ENGLISH).

Mr. ENGLISH. Mr. Speaker, the real
issue today is, will blind ideology and
partisan politics stand in the way of
our investing in successful faith-based
programs, in communities and fami-
lies, and in individuals truly in need?
The naysayers today are the same peo-
ple who told us that welfare reform
would not work; and look at the re-
sults.

For years, faith-based charities have
reached out, making it their mission to
serve our communities. They work to
support those who are struggling and
have broken lives. These groups pro-
vide emergency food and shelter, after
school care, drug treatment, welfare-
to-work assistance, and many other
services. They do it with little support
from the Federal Government, but they
get the job done.

Because of all of that, what these
groups do for our communities, I urge
my colleagues to step back from par-
tisan politics, step back from blind ide-
ology and support the Community So-
lutions Act.

Mr. Speaker, this bill will stimulate
an outpouring of private giving to non-
profits, faith-based programs and com-
munity groups by expanding tax deduc-
tions and other initiatives.

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 1 minute to the gentlewoman
from Florida (Mrs. MEEK).

Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
this is an outrage. I got religion in a
lean-to many years ago, so there is
very little my colleagues can tell me
about faith based. But they can say to
me that they want to discriminate, and
I can hear that in whatever language
they speak it in.

Mr. Speaker, the other side of the
aisle is giving a set-aside. That is what
my colleagues are doing. It is a set-
aside with Federal funds for religious
organizations, and it is a subterfuge. It
is a set-aside on civil rights.

It is well-intended. There are some
good people behind this bill, and there
were some good people behind slavery.
We do not want that to happen again.
We have to watch this.

There is no one in this Congress that
is more faith based than I am, so I
should have every reason to support
H.R. 7. But, Mr. Speaker, I am afraid of
this bill. Some of the little churches in
my community are going to be mis-
guided and misrepresented; and, before
we know it, they will be in Federal
court because of some of my col-
leagues’ foolishness trying to spread
out and do something.

Mr. Speaker, why are my colleagues
doing this bill? There is only one rea-
son. It is a subterfuge.

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. SAM JOHNSON), a distinguished
member of the Committee on Ways and
Means.

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, this act will actually increase
charitable giving. I want to focus on
the value of individuals donating funds
from their IRAs to charities once they
reach the age of 701⁄2. Permitting older
Americans to roll over funds from a re-
tirement account without the govern-
ment getting a piece of the action is a
major help for charities. When this bill
becomes law, a $100 YMCA contribution
will be a $100 contribution, not $85 be-
cause the IRS is not going to take
their chunk out.

Mr. Speaker, charities do remarkable
things for our country. They change
the lives and hearts of so many for the
better. They feed the hungry, clothe
the homeless, and assist the needy.
Now is the time to help charities help
those most in need. Let us help the
charities keep more of their well-de-
served dollars. It is the right thing to
do.

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. EDWARDS).

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, the
question before this House is not
whether faith is a powerful force; it is.
The question is not whether faith-
based groups do good works; they do.
The question is not even whether gov-
ernment can assist faith-based groups
in their social work; the government
does, and has so for years without this
bill.
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